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iv. 


volving the 3, as38\ Vaÿthe retention of the Vin the first Ba 
son singular of the Imperfect, altho this is always ignor& 


speech ; as, à V pronounced L5 3 the retention of the G which 
lin some sections of the country is pranounced correctly, in other 

Séctions ns a hemzeh (+) 

2. Vowels have been indicated only where absolutely requis 
Ed à a for LS 3 Jet for Ji &ro for as 

3 The fival vowel of the word preceding the definite article 
El J\bus been omitted, uoless a strong vowel sound Was 
Required. In al these cases, a light or Malf.vowel, usually tend 
ing towards =, isunderstood ; as, AS 38 The artice itself is 
almost without exception unvowelled. 


Where a divergence of custom exists between Syria) and 
e, not between small districts, both forms of pronunciationn 


ated; us, Ge 2h 


Where a corrupt form of a classical root is printed in the) 
ext, ita correct form appears in. ( ). Where the word in ( ) is 
fprecéded by À, this form is also sometimes used in the colloquial} 


a, (DE Ce 


One whose purpose is to blaze a trail caanot be expectéd Lo! 
ay out at the same time a brond highway. Our object is Lo blazé 
trail tro the woods of colloquial Arabie, and we hope Atabià 
“écholars and missionary students will bear this in mind, and den 
fentently with the many crudities that would have no place in à 
More finished product, 

Tue AurHORS 


‘The purpose of this book is to aid the foreigner in his strüggle 

Mo learn the colloquial Arabic of Syria and Palestine. The Anglo- 

Saxon studies many languages in college, but his object in most 

‘cases is to learn to read and understand, rather than to speak, the 

language. When he goes to a foreign country, he natural triës 

to follow the same method in learning another new languñge, and 

“… isually he struggles thro many dificulties before he learns Lo use 
de colloquial satisfactorily. 


| ‘The natural method of learning to speak a language is to 
à study the spoken tongue rather than its classical literatüres In! 
Arabie these two are so distinct as to form almost two separater 
languages, and while there is a rich classical Arabie literature, 
Alie reverence of the Arab for the sacred language of the Kor'anl 
bas forbidden him to put the colloquial into print, and thus seent 
fo give formal recognition and permanence to what is to him A 
“corruption of a sacred language. The result is that there is noi 
ible book to aid the foréigner in acquiring the colloquial Arabic 

Of Syria, This book is presented as a first attempt at supplying 
L this deficiency, partially at least. 


Only one who has attempted to put the colloquial Ars to 
mivritten form can appreciate Lhe difficulties involved in Le attempts 
À Where are no rules ready Lo hand by which to determine the 
spelling of colloquial forms, nor iheir vowelling. We have been! 
forced to establish arbitrarilÿ certain principles or rules of oùr 
‘own, which we have tried to follow consistently. Of these. 
péraps a few should be mentioncd. 


1. Words of classical origin mispronounced colloquially 
Vétain their correct classical spelling. Instances of this are Ls2% 


universally pronounced LL. ; (JE pronounced J5 ; words in: 


EL-KALAM-EL'ARABI 


ED-DARIJ 


IN SYRIA 


GEORGE H. SCHERER, MA. FLD, Principal 
axn 
HABIB HITTI, MA, Associate Principal 
or 


THE MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 


Suk-el-Gharb, Lebanon, Syria 
1920 


Rights of Rcprinting Reseroed) 


